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This webinar was jointly organized by Capacity-building Initiative for Transparency-Global
Support Programme (CBIT-GSP), executed by the UNEP Copenhagen Climate Centre (UNEP-CCC),
Global Environment Facility (GEF), and United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC).
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1.1 Introduction

This report highlights key messages that were delivered during the webinar on GEF Support for BTR
Financing and Access Modalities (for Asia & Pacific, Africa, MENA, Eurasia, Central Asia & Caucasus, Latin
America and Caribbean). The Webinar took place each day during May 2-4, 2023, over different time zones
of the regions. The webinar was attended by approximately 200 people virtually all over the world. In
attendance were coordinators of National Communications and Biennial Update Reports, GEF’s
Operational Focal Points, national and international transparency experts, and thematic experts for the
different areas of transparency, i.e., greenhouse gas inventory, NDC tracking, adaptation and impacts as
well as representatives from CBIT-GSP, UNEP CCC, GEF, and UNFCCC. After the conclusion of the regional
webinars, a side event at SB 58 (June 5 to June 15, 2023) is proposed to further raise developing country
Parties’ awareness of the GEF funding process for BTRs, and the capacity-building support available to
improve over time. The side event also presents an opportunity for Parties to share their experiences and
concerns in engaging in the process.

1.1.1 Background

Through Article 13, the Paris Agreement established the Enhanced Transparency Framework (ETF) to
regularly measure the progress made by countries to strengthen the global response to the threat of
climate change. The objective of the new framework is to build mutual trust between countries, raise
climate ambition and rigorously monitor public mitigation and adaptation policies. It aims to better track
GHG emissions over time, assess the progress made by Parties in meeting their commitments on
mitigation and adaptation, and assess collective progress toward the 2°C long-term pathway.

The modalities, procedures, and guidelines (MPGs) for the transparency framework for action and support
referred to in Article 13 of the Paris Agreement were adopted in December 2018 at the twenty-fourth
session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 24). The Global Environment Facility (GEF), as an operating
entity of the Financial Mechanism, was requested to support developing country Parties in preparing their
first and subsequent biennial transparency reports (BTRs).

The first Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement (CMA .1)
decided that Parties shall submit their first BTR and national inventory report, if submitted as a standalone
report, in accordance with these modalities, procedures and guidelines, at the latest by December 31,
2024, and that the least developed country (LDC) Parties and small island developing States (SIDS) may
submit this information at their discretion.

For most developing countries, this presents a significant challenge due to stronger transparency
requirements, increased scope of categories and gases to be reported on a mandatory basis, and an
increase of data and information associated with different components of MRV that need to be collected
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and processed. In 2020, the GEF organized two informal consultations™? to discuss support needs, possible
modalities, and timing for BTRs with partners. Following the informal consultations, the information note
on the “Financing of Biennial Transparency Reports for Developing Country Parties to the Paris
Agreement” was submitted to the 59" GEF Council?, which met in December 2020. The GEF CEO then
made the support modalities for the first BTR available and communicated them to all countries in
February 2021. The early rollout of the BTR support was done to ensure sufficient lead time for countries
to prepare and submit their first BTR by the deadline of December 31, 2024. In response to CMA.3
guidance, the GEF updated the cost structure for BTR in 2022 as per the information note on the “Update
of the Cost Structure for the Financing of BTRs for the Developing Country Parties to the Paris

Agreement”3.

As of March 31, 2023, the GEF provided support to Parties to prepare their first and subsequent BTR With
limited time left for the submission deadline for the first BTR, approximately 80 developing countries are
yet to request support and are encouraged to apply for funding to prepare their BTRs to be able to report
them by December 2024.

1.1.2 Objective

This webinar aimed at informing developing countries on the access modalities and procedures of the GEF
and its implementing agencies to apply for funding for the BTRs. The webinar includes speakers from
UNFCCC and GEF, and its Implementing Agencies, e.g., UNEP, UNDP, and FAO, and allows for sufficient
time for Q&A.

Detailed Objectives of the Webinar:

* Raise developing country Parties’ awareness on the timeline for BTR submission, as well as the
requirements as per the MPGs.

* Inform countries about the financing support available from GEF for Enabling Activities to prepare
their BTRs, while detailing the various available access modalities.

* Enhance capabilities of developing country Parties’ to be able to apply for BTR funding in a timely
manner to meet the December 2024 deadline.

* Inform countries about the different procedures and processes for accessing support through the
various GEF Implementing Agencies.

*  Provide contact points for support in GEF and the implementing agencies for queries about the
process.

! Information is available at: https://www.thegef.org/events/informal-consultation-meeting-financial-support-biennial-transparency-
reportsunder-paris

2 Information is available at: https://www.thegef.org/events/second-informal-consultation-financial-support-biennial-transparency-reports 3
GEF, 2020, Information Note on the Financing of Biennial Transparency Reports for Developing Country Parties to the Paris Agreement,
Council Document GEF/C.59/Inf.19.

3 GEF, 2022, Information Note on the Update of the Cost Structure for the Financing of BTRs for the Developing Country Parties to the Paris
Agreement, Council Document GEF/C.62/Inf.15.
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1.1.3 Format and Timeline

The webinar was held in English with simultaneous translation provided for the main languages in the
different regions (Arabic, French, Portuguese, Russian Spanish). The records of the webinars can be
accessed at the Climate Transparency Platform here:

— Webinar on GEF Support for BTR Financing and Access Modalities (for countries in Asia & the
Pacific)

— Webinar on GEF Support for BTR Financing and Access Modalities (for Africa, MENA, Eurasia,
Central Asia & Caucasus)

— Webinar on GEF Support for BTR Financing and Access Modalities (for Latin America and the
Caribbean)/ Apoyo del GEF para el financiamiento de los BTR y sus modalidades de acceso

2.1 Opening and Welcoming Remarks

By Fatima-Zahra- Taibi-The Global Coordinator for CBIT-GSP Programme

In her opening remarks, Ms Taibi introduced the Capacity-Building Initiative for Transparency — Global
Support Programme (CBIT-GSP), as a global transparency support programme implemented by UNEP
Copenhagen Climate Centre (UNEP-CCC), funded by the Global Environment Facility. It was noted that the
CBIT-GSP’s aim is to provide streamlined support and capacity-building at the national, regional, and
global levels to assist developing countries in responding to the reporting provisions under the UNFCCC
and the Paris Agreement’s Enhanced Transparency Framework, and ultimately increase ambition for
climate action.

Ms Taibi warmly welcomed the participants to the webinar on behalf of the Global Environment Facility
(GEF) United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and Capacity-Building
Initiative for Transparency — Global Support Programme (CBIT-GSP).

Ms Taibi elaborated that Article 13 of the Paris Agreement established the enhanced transparency
framework with the objective to enhance transparency, track progress towards the achievement of the
Paris Agreement and build mutual trust between parties to raise climate ambition. She noted that this
new ETF was further fleshed out in the MPGs adopted in Katowice and completed in Glasgow with the
adoption of the various reporting tables common tabular formats and various outlines of the needed
reports. Ms Taibi highlighted that this new system of reporting, although it is building on existing MRV
arrangements under the UNFCCC convention has significant new provisions for developing countries and
thus presents challenges, particularly with regards to technical requirements and the frequency of
reporting. She added that apart from the technical capacity of producing the BTR requirements financial
resources currently under GEF is the primary fund providing support to countries for the preparation of
the BTR and the transparency. She emphasised that with the increased need for support, GEF has
allocated important resources to transition to the BTR and has developed various modalities to meet the
needs and the developing countries. She noted that as per the first meeting of the Parties under the PA,
countries must submit the 1°* BTR latest by December 31, 2024, with the flexibility of course provided to
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LDCs and SIDSs and who may submit at their discretion. By the end of March 2023 GEF had provided ready
support to 65 parts nevertheless there is a very important number of countries that are eligible for support
and have noted yet requested for support.

Ms. Taibi explained that with this 315 Dec 2024 deadline fast approaching it is critical that all developing
countries initiate the process to access the GEF funding at the earliest. That is why we have organised this
information webinar to explain the support provided by GEF the various modalities available and how
countries can access the funding through various GEF implementing agencies.

Ms Taibi concluded that by the end of this webinar, she hopes that countries will have a good idea of what
to expect how to request funding and how to process the process will work. We look forward to an
informative webinar with plenty of instructions with you and thank you for joining us today.

By Filippo Berardi -GEF

Mr. Filippo welcomed participants and thanked them for joining the webinar. Mr Filippo noted that more
than four years since December 2028 of the adoption MPGs for ETF under the PA. The ETF has established
under Article 13 of the PA, specifically the framework guides countries on reporting the GHG emissions
programs to progress towards their NDCs climate change impacts adaptations support provided and
mobilized, and the support needed. The centre of piece for PA and more especially at the heart of the ETF
and the BTR to be produced and submitted to the UNFCCC every two years. Mr Filipo noted that BTR
operationalized the transfer of information about how countries are implementing the diff aspects of the
Paris Agreement, essential for aligning the action with the long-term goal of the Paris Agreement by
tracking and reporting the success and implementing challenges of the climate pledges, countries will also
collect the necessary information to strengthen the ambition and identify new priorities for action.

The BTR process and systems that are necessary to put together are not only a tool to track and report
progress but also necessary to serve to inform and enhance domestic decision making which can now be
based reliably on systematized climate change-related information. As an operating entity of the financial
mechanism, the GEF has taken its mandate to support developing country parties in preparing the first
and subsequent BTR very seriously. They recognize the importance of directly hearing the countries’ and
stakeholders’ views and challenges and priorities and to design GEF has organized three informal
consultations on BTRs since June 2020. Use these opportunities to provide updates on support available
to the support available on ETF and receive feedback on specific aspects including actions MPGs and
funding levels.

The last consultation was in Feb 2022 and provided GEF with very useful information relating to the
costing of the BTR and NC. As a way of an update, GEF is happy to report as of April 1%, 2023, supported
79 BTRs in 65 countries, so countries have already requested funds for their BTRs with a total amount of
approved S 56 Million. Important to know that this funding is different from the allocated country funding
through the GEF STAR system and addition the country can also access it through CBIT in addition to the
approved GEF also has about 150 million most of which are under implementation. The GEF entered a
new phase in July 2022 with a replenishment of 5.3 billion and compared to GEF 7 the resources allocated
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to the climate change set aside for the preparation of BTR have increased substantially from 110 million
in GEF 7 to 145 million in GEF 8.

This clearly signals that donors and more generally the GEF secretariat and GEF partnership are yet given
to supporting the timely implementation of the ETF under the PA. It is clearer that a lot has been done to
date. However, with the limited time before the deadline of the BTRs submission, we still have 80
developing countries that have not yet submitted their application to GEF for funding, GEF takes this
opportunity to encourage all of the parties that have not yet applied for funding to do so at the earliest
opportunity with the view of meeting December 2024 deadline. The GEF jointly with the UNFCCC and the
CBIT-GSP has organized this series of webinars to raise awareness of the MPGs that are available and also
to give the opportunity to the key GEF implementing agencies to present to parties their work and the
modernity to access them as they are the main point of contact.

This webinar also focuses on the valuable participation of UNEP, UNDP and FAQ. In his final remarks took
the opportunity to thank everybody for supporting GEF in helping countries implement their ETF system.
With looks forward a successfully engaging and hearing from participants

Key message
e Resources are available and pledged countries to request GEF funding and see how you can do
that as we listen to GEF implementing Agency.

2.2 Presentations

2.2.1 Presentations by representatives from the UNFCCC and the GEF
Mr. Tibor Lindovsky, Programme Officer CGE/ETF Support unit UNFCCC Transitioning towards the ETF
and New Reporting Requirements

Mr. Tibor presented the overview of the current existing transparency arrangements (MRV) under the
Convention and the Enhanced transparency framework (ETF) under the Paris Agreement. Mr Tibor
highlighted the specific requirements for developing countries as well as requirements for developed
country parties. The presentation emphasized the transitioning towards the ETF timelines from 2022 to
2031 including the available flexibility provisions to the developing country parties in light of their
capacities to facilitate improved reporting and transparency over time. All necessary operational details
are in place now for the implementation of the ETF such as

. Use existing MRV arrangements as a starting point in the transition to the ETF and preparation of
1st BTRs.

*  Assess readiness for ETF implementation and enhance national transparency arrangements
(data, processes, procedures, tools, training/CB, institutional arrangements).

. Focus on enhancing the institutional arrangements; use the success stories to draw inspiration
from.
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Mr. Tibor noted that ETF goes beyond the preparation of reports to understanding the potential for action,
informing policy design, establishing channels to ensure adequate support, and is a platform to learn from
each other. Mr. Tibor emphasized the need to design the process to bring together all relevant
stakeholders and discuss national benefits with a view to facilitating political buy-in and HL support for
the implementation of the ETF. Mr. Tibor concluded by emphasizing that GEF has already put in place

arrangements for the financial resources for BTRs Start accessing funds from the GEF as soon as possible!

Key Messages
e Most important is to build on the experiences of the MRV and the BURs and NCs as well as
existing institutional arrangements.
e The most urgent is not to wait not to be perfect but to get started now and improve over
time.
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Ms. Patricia Marcos, Senior Climate Change Specialist GEF secretariat: GEF Financing Support for BTR
Development under the Paris Agreement

Ms Marcos presented the overview of GEF Support for BTR Financing and Access Modalities. Ms Marcos
noted that GEF Support to the Enhanced Transparency Framework (ETF) to Countries for Article 13 of the
Paris Agreement is in three categories Report BTR and NC preparation, CBIT and Global Support
Programme.

Ms Marcos said that the GEF support to BTR aims to providing timely BTR1 support as a priority for GEF.
Ms Marcos noted that BTRs are already supported in 65 countries since 2020., with technically cleared
proposal supported as of April 1, 2023, amount to $56.4 million to support BTRs, BTR1 (65), BTR2 (14). Ms
Marcos noted that the modalities for these projects include stand-alone BTR1 (22), combined BTR1/NC
(23), Top-up (6), combined BTR1/BTR2/NC (14) for example Brazil, India, Malaysia, Mexico and Nigeria
used their STAR through the agencies: UNEP, UNDP, and FAO.

Ms Marcos said that GEF has grown, a balanced portfolio of 89 projects in 88 countries totalling $147
million, +95% of portfolio is under implementation, 32 projects in Africa, 22 in LAC, 20 in Asia and 10 in
ECA, 5 global projects to enhance knowledge exchange, sector capacity. Ms Marcos noted GEF is
implementing under 7 Agencies: Cl, FAO, FECO, IDB, UNEP, UNDP, and WWF-US. Ms Marcos said support
to BTRs under the GEF-8 (2022-2026) increased resources. $145 million in GEF-8 (up from $110 million in
GEF-7) She noted that updated cost structure. indicative cost structure of BTRs updated from July 1, 2022
(Information note GEF/C.62/Inf.15) shows bundled reports. where countries can access two BTRs and one
NC (as applicable) as part of the same enabling activity project. The growing demand. for BTRs towards
2024 deadline requires that synergies. explore interlinkages and align BTR and CBIT projects.

Ms Marcos said that stand-alone BTR Up to $600,000 from set-aside funding and has been available since
January 2021 on condition that a country must not have ongoing BUR support although ongoing NC is
acceptable.

Ms Marcos noted that combined BTR/NC with on-going BTR Up to $633,000 from set-aside funding was
made available since January 2021 although countries must not have ongoing NC or BUR support. She
added that additional Financing (top-up) Up to $250,000 from set-aside funding was made available for
countries that, as of January 1, 2023, have an ongoing BUR or NC although this option is only intended to
be used for the first BTR.

Key Message
e Countries that are still working on their BUR can still access the BTR funding under the
appropriate modality and those who don’t know how to apply can reach out to GEF for
further guidance.

Page 9 of 25
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2.2.1 Presentations by representatives from GEF implementing Agencies UNEP, UNDP

and FAO
Elca Wabusya/Marcellus Buyela, UNEP Access Modalities to GEF Funding from Implementing Agencies

The presentation was made by Ms Elca Wabusya on behalf of the UNEP team. Ms Wabusya mentioned
that overall UNEP country portfolio is supporting 88 countries with 90% being executed by National
governments. She noted that BTR proposal submission types include stand-Alone (single-country
submissions) with the expedited Process to take between 3-6 months. She emphasised that these
timelines would have fully developed implementation plan and individual country submissions approved
on a rolling basis for example: Moldova; Malaysia and Vietnam BTR projects.

Ms Wabusya noted that the second Umbrella Programmes (Multiple Countries Projects) with the Non -
Expedited Process takes not more than 12 months and requires GEF council approval and in parallel, to
the approval process, each country is supported to prepare an implementation plan for example: BTR/NC
Umbrella Programmes (GEF ID 10973 — 43 countries). In addition, Ms Wabusya shared illustration of
timelines and cycle for Single Country/Medium Size Project (MSP) Proposal — Expedited.

Ms Wabusya elaborated that the next steps BTR for expediting NCs/ BURs Transition to NCs/BTRs include
Countries alerted of BTRs/NCs GEF’s approval and funds availability, countries requested to expedite
finalization of NCs/BURs, National processes for signing new BTR1 project agreements triggered and
National project teams being guided to prepare BTR1 project implementation plan.

Ms Wabusya emphasised that supporting additional countries on BTR Funding will consider single country
proposals as per the requirements of GEF BTRs, combined BTR/NCs and Bundled 2BTRs & NC, and one-
step medium Size Project (not more than 2M) — to accommodate BTR top ups (@ USS 250,000) for few
countries with valid NC/BUR project with UNEP.

Eva Huttova, UNDP Access modalities to GEF funding from Implementing Agencies — UNDP

Ms Eva Huttova presented on behalf of UNDP. Ms Huttova, noted that the first stage in the process is the
government request to UNDP Country Office to conduct Capacity Assessment process. The UNDP CO
starts the process of ProDoc signature/Start date of project implementation. Ms Huttova noted that
Project Proposal development request is submitted with ProDoc with mandatory annexes, GEF OFP
Endorsement letter, GEF checklist for audit risk review, SESP, GAAP, etc., as applicable.

Ms Eva Huttova highlighted that UNDP Internal clearance/Submission to the GEF Secretariat is conducted
just before the review and approval process by the GEF Sec. Ms Huttova noted it takes 4 weeks circulation
to the Council. Ms Huttova the UNDP DoA clearance of the first Disbursement, followed by an inception
Workshop, Annual status survey, Submission to the UNFCCC, End of project report, Operational and
Financial Closure.
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Mirella Salvatore, FAO Access Modalities to GEF Funding from Implementing Agencies

Ms. Mirella, presented on behalf of FAO. Ms. Mirella, noted that FAO support on BTR preparation FAO
started in 2020 when FAO started implementing projects under the enabling activities (EA) Ms. Mirella,
said FAO is supporting around 16 countries in enhancing knowledge to address the ETF requirements
under the GEF CBIT Ms. Mirella, noted that in 2022 FAO initiated to support countries in accessing EA for
the preparation of the Biennial Transparency Report for Nicaragua and Chile under implementation.

Ms. Mirella, highlighted that BTR support modalities for countries has been successful with Nicaragua: 1st
BUR and 4th NC (under top-up modality for 1st BTR), Chile: 1st BTR and 5th NC Under discussion, Bhutan:
1st and 2nd BTR and 4th NC (proposal ready with the government), Turkey: 1st and 2nd BTR and 9th NC
(proposal ready with the government) , Venezuela: 1st BTR and 3rd NC (proposal submitted for FAO
review) and Ethiopia: 1st and 2nd BTR and 4th NC (LoE).

Ms. Mirella said that in order to request support from FAO as implementing agency: a country needs to
inform the UNFCCC and GEF Operational Focal Point (OFP), contact the local FAO office, including the FAO
focal points requesting a call to define next steps and BTR support modalities. Ms. Mirella noted that then
the country can submit the Letter of Endorsement to the FAO GEF FP signed by the GEF OFP. Ms. Mirella,
said the then the FAO Transparency Team will provide guides and templates for the preparation of the
project proposal and the implementation plan Ms. Mirella, elaborated that the FAO Transparency Team
will review governments’ inputs, based on transparency desk-review assessment and/or country-driven
assessment.

Ms. Mirella, concluded by saying that the timelines are as flows for Project start-up (4 weeks), GEF
approval (3 weeks), comments addressed and submission (2 weeks), submission to GEF for comments
(2/3 week), finalized and validated prodoc (2 weeks), government review/input (2 weeks) and first draft
of prodoc (3 weeks) LoE submitted. She said overall, the process requires on average 18/20 weeks (ideal
process. Government commitment and priority is highly required for speed-up the process.
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Annex 1 - Agenda

Time Session

_ Opening and Welcoming Remarks
10 min (Short Mentimeter Survey)
(incl. a short buffer
for people to arrive)
Moderator: Fatima-Zahra Taibi, CBIT-GSP
Transitioning towards the ETF and New Reporting Requirements
5 min
Speaker: Mr. Tibor Lindovsky, UNFCCC
GEF Financing Support for BTR Development under the Paris Agreement
10 min
Speaker: GEF
15 min Interaction and Q&A
Access Modalities to GEF Funding from Implementing Agencies
. Speakers:
20 min
Elca Wabusya/Marcellus Buyela, UNEP
Eva Huttova, UNDP
Mirella Salvatore, FAO
25 min Interaction and Q&A
5 min Wrap-up and Closing Remarks
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Annex 2- Question and Answers

Question Response

4. Clarification about The LDCs and SIDs can submit their BTR, available flexibility (LDSC and SIDs.
LDCs and SIDs at they need to follow the deadline of t Dec 2024 and can submit at a later
their qisFretion for | stage. However, countries are encouraged to start because it's not
submission of the important to submit the first perfect report but to start and improve over
BTRS in December time. By UNFCCC
2024.

5. Programming of GEF cannot bundle the two together, it is not an option. Have different pots
CBIT and BTR and for the two activities.
seizing funds under
one project

6. Under the BTR - We have stand-alone, combined BTR and NC (this considers BTR1, BTR2,
modalities, what and NC), and a top-up or additional financing, with standalone combined.
are the various The key elements of GEF support to BTR and GEF 8 new cycle has a possibility
options and of bundling different BTR Reports as a way of streamlining the procedures
possibilities for for countries to access different financing for reporting activity to GEF.
combined reports However, this modality will be available to those countries which do not

have an ongoing NC or BUR. By GEF

7. Some countries are | Yes, countries can submit tier BTR even when they have not received
working on the BTR | support for their BUR through GEF support. Preparing both reporting
without CBIT parallel. By GEF
support can they
now shift to BTR
preparation?

8. Provision for There is no timeline for BUR submission but because of the timeline for BTR
flexibility of delay submission by December 2024. But of course, time is not mandatory for
for BUR submission | developing country parties so the delay. By UNFCCC
in case of delay of
receipt of GEF
funding

9. The best way on We agree that maybe cases where countries are involved going parallel
how CBIT and BTR whenever a proposal is submitted to GEF review considers that projects are
funding can add building on the going BTR and CBIT in the country. By GEF
value to each other
if a country has
both CBIT and BTR
confirmed support.

10. Combined BTR and | The country will submit their BTR in two years $600,000 and then will submit
NC the available a combined BTR option for$ 633,000 so total $1,233,000. It is a combination
funding for this of one combined BTR and NC and one stand alone. By GEF
option

11. Who from the The initial request can come from the Operational focal point, country focal
government should | point and or the Ministry in charge of the Transparency.
be contacting the
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implementing
agencies?

For Submission the requires endorsement letter from the GEF focal point.
By UNDP

UNDP funding
management
system if an
approval is received
Management
approval

Generally, the funding transfer from the Agency to the Implementing
Partner depends on the Implementation Modality. The implementation
modal after the assessment of the implementing partner capacities from the
UNDP country Offices such as making advance, processing payment on-
behalf of implementing partners. UNDP would need to look at the individual
assessment. By UNDP

Elaborate on the
criteria for the
Umbrella Projects
under UNEP

When preparing the PIP stage most of the time UNEP has already received
interest from countries. But when preparing the CEO endorsement UNEP
only has a window of a few countries to join the umbrella. This means that
if the umbrella goes beyond the 10% of the initial budget that has been
provided it will need additional time for a major Amendment which means
recirculation to GEF council. So, the countries can be able to join at the CEO
endorsement stage before the approval of the proposal. By UNEP

What do you think
are the elements
that countries
should put in
consideration to
expedite the
process and make it
more streamlined

It is very important to consider the status of the ongoing NC and BUR
projects. The most effective way of accessing the GEF financing would be
the Top-up modality but if they already have NC and BUR or one completed,
all countries should take advantage of the bundled modality that the GEF
secretariat is considering. This is because it provides countries with more
time since they do not have to spend time on the preparation of two
separate proposals. Then countries can focus on the process of
implementation rather than the process of accessing the funds.

Encourage countries without the CBIT funding to consider applying they are
very effective and complementary to increase the capacity to ETF. By UNDP

FAO usually goes for the bundling because saves on administrative. FAO also
provides support in capacity assessment and raising awareness and
preparing countries for implementation as soon as they receive the funds.
By FAO

Encouraging countries to submit their ongoing BUR and NCs.

Encouraging countries to consider top up modality on the going as they
would use the existing institutional structure which means it is just
amending the current agreement to include the BTR which means the
process will be a little shorter.

Encouraging countries have early planning for BTR six months prior to
submission of the project helps to close the funding gap between the two
reports. By UNEP

What elements
should a country
consider working
with either of the
three agencies. The
process and

Generally, most the time it depends on the relationship of the Agency with
the Countries. FAO is an agricultural Agency but already assuring countries
that they cover all the sectors. FAO specifically takes stock of having a big
group of experts in terms of transparency issues, offers opportunity for
achieving financing and guidance on the technical expert to help to speed
up the process for the country. By FAO
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modalities seem the
same

5. Assess the status of the current on-going projects and identify countries that
can move to the next reporting. Depending on the number, it determines
whether they do a stand-alone or umbrella.

UNEP informs countries of the upcoming proposal and then countries share
their letters of endorsement.

Also, individual countries approach UNEP and organise meetings to take
them through the processes for accessing the funds and UNEP funding
modalities. By UNEP

6. It is entirely depending on the Country and which Agency would wish to
work with. The experience and the relationship of the country with the
Agency and previous experience. UNDP tries as much as possible to
streamline the process, start the process in the time. At least six months
before the operational closure. By UNDP

7. Does the CBIT-GSP The CBIT-GSP is not an Agency and therefore does not support development
support the project | of BTR and NC. However, it can support by filling the gap on existing projects.
development CBIT-GSP provides training to enhance capacity for transition. By CBIT-GSP
National level of
BTR and NC

8. Ifacountry hasa GEF allows a country which has already a CBIT and has been completed to
sector specific apply for a second phase of the CBIT, which requires a good justification.
project can the
country apply for Unfortunately, | think having two CBIT running parallel is an option at this
another CBIT stage. But already working with countries to provide proper justification.
project. Can a By the time the review the second CBTI it they should have submitted their
country have two terminal Evaluation. Apart from Global Projects countries can also benefit
CBIT projects at the | from the National Projects. By GEF
same time.

9. Who from the The initial request can come from the Operational focal point, country focal
government should | point and or the Ministry in charge of the Transparency.
be contacting the For Submission the requires endorsement letter from the GEF focal point.
implementing By UNDP
agencies?

10. UNDP funding Generally, the funding transfer from the Agency to the Implementing
management Partner depends on the Implementation Modality. The implementation
system if an modal after the assessment of the implementing partner capacities from the
approval is received | UNDP country Offices such as making advance, processing payment on-
Management behalf of implementing partners. UNDP would need to look at the individual
approval assessment. By UNDP

11. Elaborate on the When preparing the PIP stage most of the time UNEP has already received

criteria for the

interest from countries. But when preparing the CEO endorsement UNEP
only has a window of a few countries to join the umbrella. This means that
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Umbrella Projects if the umbrella goes beyond the 10% of the initial budget that has been
under UNEP provided it will need additional time for a major Amendment which means
recirculation to GEF council. So, the countries can be able to join at the CEO
endorsement stage before the approval of the proposal. By UNEP

12. What do you think It is very important to consider the status of the ongoing NC and BUR

are the elements projects. The most effective way of accessing the GEF financing would be
that countries the Top-up modality but if they already have NC and BUR or one completed,
should put in all countries should take advantage of the bundled modality that the GEF
consideration to secretariat is considering. This is because it provides countries with more
expedite the time since they do not have to spend time on the preparation of two
process and make it | separate proposals. Then countries can focus on the process of
more streamlined implementation rather than the process of accessing the funds.

Encourage countries without the CBIT funding to consider applying they are
very effective and complementary to increase the capacity to ETF. By UNDP
FAO usually goes for the bundling because saves on administrative. FAO also
provides support in capacity assessment and raising awareness and
preparing countries for implementation as soon as they receive the funds.
By FAO

Encouraging countries to submit their ongoing BUR and NCs.

Encouraging countries to consider top up modality on the going as they
would use the existing institutional structure which means it is just
amending the current agreement to include the BTR which means the
process will be a little shorter.

Encouraging countries have early planning for BTR six months prior to
submission of the project helps to close the funding gap between the two
reports. By UNEP

13. What elements Generally, most the time it depends of the relationship of the Agency with
should a country the Countries. FAO is an agricultural Agency but already assuring countries
consider working that they cover all the sectors. FAO specifically takes stock of having a big
with either of the group of experts in terms of transparency issues, offers opportunity for
three agencies. The | achieving financing and guidance on the technical expert to help to speed
process and up the process for the country. By FAO
modalities seem the | Assess the status of the current on-going projects and identify countries that
same can move to the next reporting. Depending on the number, it determines

whether they do a stand-alone or umbrella.

UNEP informs countries of the upcoming proposal and then countries share
their letters of endorsement.

Also, individual countries approach UNEP and organise meetings to take
them through the processes for accessing the funds and UNEP funding
modalities. By UNEP

It is entirely depending on the Country and which Agency would wish to
work with. The experience and the relationship of the country with the
Agency and previous experience. UNDP tries as much as possible to
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streamline the process, start the process in the time. At least six months
before the operational closure. By UNDP

. Does the CBIT-GSP

support the project
development
National level of
BTR and NC

The CBIT-GSP is not an Agency and therefore does not support development
of BTR and NC. However, it can support by filling the gap on existing projects.
CBIT-GSP provides training to enhance capacity for transition. By CBIT-GSP

15.

If a country has a
sector specific
project can the
country apply for
another CBIT
project. Can a
country have two
CBIT projects at the
same time.

GEF allows a country which has already a CBIT and has been completed to
apply for a second phase of the CBIT, which requires a good justification.

Unfortunately, | think having two CBIT running parallel is an option at this
stage. But already working with countries to provide proper justification.
By the time the review the second CBTI it they should have submitted their
terminal Evaluation. Apart from Global Projects countries can also benefit
from the National Projects. By GEF
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Annex 3 - Mentimeter Evaluation

Question 1: Has your country already applied for GEF funding for its first BTR?

Results Asia 1 1
Pacific

Yes No | don't know

Results Africa,
Central Asia &
Caucasus, Eurasia,
MENA and Africa

Yes No Idon't know

Results LAC

Yes No | don't know
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Question 2: If no - why hasn't your country applied for BTR funding yet? If yes - what challenges
have you encountered in the process?

Results Asia — We are still working on the BUR.

Pacific — lhavenoidea
—  Submission of first BUR this month. BTR to come.
— Under document submission

— Noidea

— planning to apply

— ldon't know the challenges yet.

— | just working with BTR roadmap

— No major challenges faced

— donot have any idea yet

— No data and lack manpower

— There is a lead Agency in the country responsible for filing application, but the
planning workshop was already conducted

— Knowledge & experience

— "To meet our commitment to Paris Agreement.

— Challenges, we are still need to submit SNC and BUR."

— Needing guidance on how to apply for BTR.

— yes, currently we have human capacity gap, government instability and no
support from government.

— Didn't know about BTRs until recently after BUR was in progress

— financial and technical

— Challenges: we are worried whether we are eligible to apply for BTR support.

— Political problems in Afghanistan

Results — Yet to begin the process.

Africa, — We did not conclude BUR1

Central Asia —  No challenges

& Caucasus, — No challenge, the request was approved by the GEF in a short time through an
Eurasia,

implementing agency
MENA and

Africa

— Checking the modalities

— We are preparing prodoc now, and we will apply as soon as possible

— We don't know the process.

— complex and time-consuming process

— The process is at infant stage.

— Ainda ndo elaborados projectos para beneficiar de fundos para a elaborac¢do do
12 BTR.

— non, parceque nous venons de déposer notre 3iéme BUR en décembre 2022,

nous venons de commencer la planification pour le premier BTR
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"lack of commitment

limited awareness"

"defis celui de I'arrangement institutionnel

la compilation et la verification des données de qualité

la base juridique (loi ou decret) a mettre en place"

yes

lack of commitment

Processes in concluding/closing accounts of previous reports

Pas encore

On vient de démarrer le processus.

Le Niger a déja soumise sa demande. Le PIP a été élaboré et validé par le PNUE.
Le projet sera bient6t lancé au niveau national

Because UNEP have told us to finish our TNC before we can ask for financing to
BTR

Au défis rencontré dans la soumission

Country just completed the BUR last year, and for the BTR process is in future
no idea

Yes formulation the Report BTR

Waiting for BUR ICA comments

Waiting for BUR 1 ICA response and NC 4 still debated

Request on behalf of the Ministry was sent to UNDP

Slow procedures, unawareness of the high-level politicians and implementing
partner on importance of BTR process

Mpobnema c NOTEHUMANOM A5 MOATOTOBKM MPOEKTHOrO NPeA/IoKEHUS

Results LAC

— Unaware of opportunity

— Duracion

— Lentitud en los procesos, especialmente de la agencia implementadora

— Hemos tardado mucho tiempo, a través del PNUD, para solicitar fondos.

— Asuntos institucionales

— En proceso de seleccién de la agencia implementadora. Desconocemos
ventana de oportunidad para presentar la solicitud de recursos.

— Arrangements are still being formulized.

— Estamos en el proceso de presentar nuestro ler BUR

— length of process

— delays in the process, moves slow

— Tramites lentos a nivel interno

— Wasn't aware of the opportunity.

— Dificultad para entender procesos de agencias implementadoras

— We are in the process of applying
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It has been challenging apply to funding for BTR, we have submited already 3
times the apply, but it has been asked for a lot of information.

"Lentitud con las agencias

Desconocimiento de plazos"

Too long process to have the clearances in the implementing agency
Duracion mayor a lo previsto de revisiones por parte del PNUD previo al
envio al FMAM

Retrasos en tramites interno

Falta de claridad de procesos de acceso sostenible en el tiempo de los fondos
tramites internos lentos.

Finnishing third bur

Process to apply hasn't commenced as first BUR 1 was just recently
completed.

We are currently working on our proposal.

Estamos iniciando muy recientemente el proceso de organizacion para
elaborar el BTR. No tuvimos dificultades aun.

Extremadamente lento el proceso de solicitud y la cantidad de
documentacién necesaria

Dominica. We didn't understand the process to apply

not ready

Contenido del capitulo de adaptacién

Las agencias

Los plazos

Question 3: How useful did you find this webinar?

Results Asia
Pacific

"

1
0 0

Somewhat
useful

Not sure

Very useful

Not very
useful
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Results Africa, 22
Central Asia &
Caucasus, Eurasia,
MENA and Africa
0 0 0
Very useful Somewhat Not sure Not very
useful useful

Results LAC 13

0 0
Very useful Somewhat Not sure Not very
useful useful

Question 4: Did this webinar provide you with more clarity on how to access funding for your BTR?

Results Asia
Pacific

Yes

Yes,

yes.

Yes

Yes. The the guidance that the process for next BTR be initiated 6 months
prior of BTR submission

yes, i could receive clear information on cbit projects, and umbrella
programs

Yes

yes. particularly transitioning from BUR to BTR

Still need to observe for more actions.

Results Africa,
Central Asia &
Caucasus, Eurasia,
MENA and Africa

Yes
Yes it did
Yes
Yes
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yes
yes
YES
Yes, sure
Yes
yes

Very much, the questions also expanded the discussion for more

information to be shared.
yes. it did

Yes

Yes it did

Yes. It did

Oui

sim foi claro, somente é preciso entender o ponto de partida

The webinar clearly stated the various funding modalities and also processes
of all the implementing agencies

Yes it did. was not clear on the gef agents

Very good
Yes. Very important
Yes

Oui

yes it did

Yes, very good
yes

yes

yes

yes

Yes

Yes

yes

Results LAC

Yes

yes

Yes

Yes, the process was clarified
Ha sido muy util

Por supuesto

yes

Yes

Si, estoy mas claro ahora
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Ya tenemos el financiamiento, por lo que requerimos ejemplos operativos
para lo que viene

Si

Yes

Yes. Thank you

Yes

Yes it gave a clearer few as to the timeline for accessing funds

ha sido muy util

Yes

Yes, it informed us of other opportunities or possibilities that can be
accessed

Good practice for appliying to BTR funding

Yes, informed us of other possibilities and opportunities

Ejemplos de como se estructuran los proyectos, que componentes pueden
incluirse

YES

Question 5: Are there other areas you would like to learn more about in the future?

Central Asia &
Caucasus, Eurasia,
MENA and Africa

Results Asia — Yes. The review process

Pacific — capacity building of line ministries how to report NDC
— Nat Coms

Results Africa, - Yes

practical learning session/technical session on BTR reporting
GEF out of STAR allocation mobilisation

capacitagdo no ambito de BTR

Gender coverage in BTR

Yes BTR reporting.

yes. how to stagger your time of reporting

No

Outline for subsections of BTR

gender

Common reporting software

yes

methodology support, new formats for reporting, UNFCC updates
Yes

Climate finance tracking

yes. staggering in reporting

N/A
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practical sessions on filling-in the CTFs

Results LAC

yes, practice

Compiling the information for the BTR

Si, profundizar mas sobre los procesos BTR
CGE review processes

tabular formats within BTR

e-resources to support

los formatos tabulares del BTR

common reporting tables for reporting NDC indicators

profundizar en los MPGs
Contenido de adaptacién
Si

Si, los temas principales para el reporte de transparencia

Si, sobre las MPD correspondientes
e-resources for follow up
Btr contenido
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